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Jury: $35 million

City found neg]

No word about
how Harlingen
will pay award

By LAURA B. MARTINEZ
Valley Moming Star

HARLINGEN — Paying off
a $35 million judgment could
create financial difficulties for
the city of Harlingen, consid-
ering the city’s liability insur-
ance is only $10 million,

A federal jury on Tuesday
ruled that negligence on the
city's part contributed to the
deaths of two US. Border
Patrol agents and the injury of
a Cameron County sheriff’s
deputy.

The city was ordered to pay
$35 million to families of the
victims.

How the jury award might
affect the city's bond rating or
property tax rates could not
be immediately determined,
city officials said.

The city plans to appeal the
Jjury’s decision, City Manager
Roy Rodriguez said, adding
that it is mesrlywsaylww
the city would pay the addi-
tional $25 million should the
appeals court uphold the
jury’s

ru.ﬁng.
*That's a decision that we

are guln;, to have to make,

decision
Wl.u be ta]kmg about. But
again, that's not what we are

Please see AWARD, Page A12

TRIAL AFTERMATH: Art Salinas, father of slain Border Patrol
Agent Ricardo Salinas, is surrounded by family and attomey
Richard Pefa as they leave the U.S, Federal Building and
Courthouse in Brownsville Tuesday aftemoon. Minutes earlier,

umwaw-w

they, abng with Gilbert Rodriguez, husband of slain Border

Patrol Agent Susan Rodriguez, her parents, Cameron County
Sheriff's Deputy Raul Rodriguez and others were awarded $35
million.

igent in deaths of Border Patrol agents

Attorney says
justice served;
appeal planned

By LAURA B. MARTINEZ
Valley Morning Star

BROWNSVILLE — A fed-
eral jury awarded $35 million
in damages after it determined
Tuesday that the city of
Hnrhng!m negligence result-
ed in the deaths of two US.
Border Patrol agents and the
wounding of a sheriff's deputy.

The ruling came after more
than four hours of deliberations
in the lawsuit that claimed a
police detective'’s son used a
police-issued assault rifle to kill
agents Susan Lynn Rodriguez
and Ricardo Guillermo Salinas
and injury to Cameron County
sheriffs deputy Raul Rod-
riguez in July 1998.

Families of the slain agents
wept as the ruling was read.
They exchanged hugs and
wiped away tears A “thumbs
up” wis even exchanged.

“Very, very pleased,” is the
way Arturo Salinas summed
up his feelings outside the fed-
eral courthouse.

Salinas is the father of slain
agent Ricardo Salinas. He said
the jury found the plaintiffs’
allegations had merit “and they

“sided with us”

Immediately after the jury’s
decision was read, Salinas
called his daughter in San
Please see ‘VERDICT, Page A12




